Jurassic
backyard

Gardeners can own a piece of history.
By Jennifer Stackhouse.
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The Wollemi pine story has all the elements of a
blockbuster movie. It casts the plant's discoverer,
David Noble, a National Parks and wildlife Service
employee, in the role of Indiana Jones. The tree
itself, if not a Holy Grail, is an amazing relic of a
time 150 million years ago when dinosaurs
roamed the earth.

If your heart has been captured by the Wollemi
story, here’s your chance to buy a tree in time for’
Christmas. The prices of the new-release pines
start at s55, far more affordable than you would

The tree is an amazing relic of a
time 150 million years ago when
dinosaurs roamed the earth.

expect from the huge sums gained in October at
auction, where the average price paid for the
first-generation advanced trees was szooo. (The
auction raised more than $1 million, with the
highest price of s149,000 for a lot of 12.)

There is a hitch, though: the new plants won't be
arriving until April 1, What you will get to stuff
that stocking this Christmas is a Certificate of
Authenticity or Gift Certificate, a care booklet and
an 10U for one plant delivered to your door.

According to Barbara McGeoch, general manager
of Wollemi Pine International, the company
marketing the pine, April 2006 was always the date
for the national and international release. “As the
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AUCTION STATIONS

The first generation of Wcllami pines,
auctioned on October 23 by Sotheby's, wera
all at least twio metres tall and could trace
their origin back to individual wild trees.
About 10 per cent of the 202 trees

headed overseas.

In Australia, some of the trees have already
found thelr way to public display, One has
been planted at Canowindra Public Schoal in
the Certtral West of NSW, whose students
won the free by emanngm poetry
competition. Another tree, bought by Tim
Pickles, of Tim's Garden Centre at
Campbelltown, is on display at the nursery
and will be won by a ci
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Wahroonga, Trees were also donated to the
Crange Botanic Gardens-in NSW and the
Mackay Botanic Gardans in Quesnsland.

POTTED HISTORY

Until 1994, the Wollemi pine was known
to botanists only from fossil records. But
nestied in a canyon in the remote
Wollerni National Park on the outskirts of
Sydney was a cluster of trees, David
Nobie, left, a National Parks and Wildlife
Senvice employes, stumbled on them
whilz on a bushwalk,

He thought the tall, pine-lke trees
wera strange. They had bubbly bark,
many were multi-branching and the
leaves looked more like a cycad or a fern
than a conifer. The tallest tree was about
40 metres. He took some samples with
him to have the plant identified.

Batanists from the Roval Botanic
Gardans guickly realised what they had
on thelr hands. The tree was allocated its
own genus of Wollemia in honour of the
park. The species name of nobilis
honours David Moble.

Whollernia nobills s closely related to
araucarias such as Araucaria bicwilli (the
burya ping), A. cunninghamia hoop

ping) and A. heterophyiiz (the Norfolk
lsland ping). These trees are well-knawn
along the east coast of Australia.

The NPWS and the Royal Botanic
Gardens decided the best way to
protect the wild stand of about 100
Wollemi pines fram plunder or vandalism
was through mass propagation. Once
the plant was out in the marketplace, the
wild stand would be safe from theft,
though still vulnerable to natural disaster
such as fire, drouaht or dissase.

Back in the canyon in Wollerni
National Park, the trees have been
extensively studied and the surrounding
area has besn scoured for more trees.
The location of the stand has been kept
secret and few people have visited.
Despite these measures, the latest report
on the trees is that the soll-barne rootrot
disease phytophthora has been found in
the soll on the site. It may have been
carried In on the shoes of bushwalkers.
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